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TRACIT and Uzbek industry leaders deliver a roadmap to combat  
illicit trade 

 

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan, 21 August 2025– The Transnational Alliance to Combat Illicit Trade (TRACIT) co-

hosted a high-level event titled “Illicit Trade and Parallel Imports in Uzbekistan: An Expert View on 

Regulatory Challenges and Strategies”, bringing together key stakeholders to address the growing threats 

of illicit trade and parallel imports in the region. 

The event was organized by the Association of Representative Offices of Foreign Pharmaceutical 
Companies and Manufacturers of the Republic of Uzbekistan, and co-organized by TRACIT and the 
Association of Producers of Soft Drinks and Juices of Uzbekistan. 

A highlight of the event was the launch of TRACIT’s latest report, An Investigation into Illicit Trade: 
Spotlight on Uzbekistan, presented by Director-General Jeffrey Hardy. The report provides a 
comprehensive analysis of illicit trade dynamics in Uzbekistan, identifying regulatory gaps and offering 
actionable recommendations to strengthen enforcement and policy frameworks. 

“This report marks an important milestone in our efforts to support Uzbekistan’s fight against illicit 
trade,” said Mr. Hardy. “By working closely with local industry and government, we aim to build a 
resilient regulatory environment that protects consumers and upholds the rule of law.” 

The event also underscored the critical need to step up customs controls to prevent the influx of 
counterfeit goods, particularly from China, notably along the Silk Road. Uzbek customs officials welcomed 
the multi-stakeholder format, emphasizing that customs is not alone in the fight against illicit trade. 
Discussions revealed that customs officials would benefit from a practical “textbook” to help identify fake 
products entering the country.  

Participants also called for immediate action on the proliferation of counterfeit goods on online 
platforms, especially social media. Strengthening digital oversight emerged as a key priority during the 
discussions. 

“Effective mitigation of illicit trade in Uzbekistan requires a whole-of-government approach,” said Mr. 
Hardy. “This is an issue for law enforcement, but also for Trade Ministers, Finance Ministers, Labor 
Ministers and Health Ministers to ensure that illicit trade does not undermine economic growth, inward 
investment, consumer protections and human rights objectives. Equally vital is close collaboration with 
the private sector, whose expertise and intelligence can significantly strengthen enforcement efforts and 
help build a more resilient regulatory environment.” 

The event featured expert panels, industry insights, and government perspectives, reinforcing the 
importance of cross-sectoral cooperation in addressing the challenges posed by illicit trade.  
 
Read the full report here. 

About TRACIT 
The Transnational Alliance to Combat Illicit Trade (TRACIT) is an independent, private sector initiative that 
works with governments and businesses to mitigate the economic and social harms of illicit trade. TRACIT 
brings together companies from key industry sectors to advocate for stronger enforcement, more robust 

policy frameworks, and international cooperation. 
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