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10 COMBAT ILLICIT TRADE MEDIA RELEASE

TRACIT and The Anti-Slavery Collective Collaborate to Expose the
Hidden Threads of Forced Labor in lllicit Trade

London, United Kingdom, 22 October 2025 — The Transnational Alliance to Combat lllicit Trade
(TRACIT) and The Anti-Slavery Collective (TASC) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to
strengthen collaborative efforts in combating exploitation, forced labor, human trafficking, and
modern slavery in illicit supply chains. The agreement cements a shared commitment to expose and
eliminate what TRACIT has called among the worst crimes associated with illicit trade; the demand it
creates for forced and child labor.

“What may look like a cheap imitation, or even worse - an exact replica, is, in reality woven from the
threads of exploitation and abuse.” said TRACIT Director of External Relations — Ashley Dahl. “We are
pioneering real steps to expose and remedy this criminal activity in parallel, and illicit supply chains.”

The partnership builds on joint work unveiled at the event “Hidden Threads: The cost of Fake
Fashion” roundtable hosted by The Anti-Slavery Collective that took place in New York earlier this
Fall in conjunction with UNGA and New York Climate Week, where TRACIT highlighted that through
raising awareness, taking action on the ground and bolstering partnerships we can drive systemic
change to protect workers and restore fairness in trade. Through this partnership, both
organizations will accelerate efforts to translate that message into action.

Deepening the partnership, TRACIT and TASC once again were unified in their efforts to advocate for
the victims of illicit trade and forced labor at INTERPOL’s 2025 International Law Enforcement IP
Crime Conference in Lyon. TRACIT’s Director General, Jeffrey Hardy moderated a panel on human
trafficking and forced labor in illicit trade, and was joined by TASC’s CEO Sarah Woodcock.

Under the agreement, TRACIT and TASC will collaborate on Project Hidden Threads- a joint initiative
to identify, detect and report instances of forced and child labor in illicit trade networks. The project
launched after a successful run of a pilot program in the United Kingdom, Operation SWIFT, that
aimed to train law enforcement and private investigators to spot labor abuse indicators during
counterfeit raids thus shifting the focus from purely intellectual property violations to human rights
protection. This evidence-driven approach will support policy reform, raise public awareness, and
law the foundation for global replication.

Together, TRACIT and TASC will combine TRACIT’s cross-sector business network with TASC’s human
rights advocacy platform to advance policy reform, improve investigator training, and enhance data
sharing between corporate and public actors. This is a significant step toward aligning private sector
integrity with global human rights standards.

For more information:
e www.tracit.org/our-corporate-alliance-partners.html
e www.theantislaverycollective.org

About TRACIT
The Transnational Alliance to Combat lllicit Trade (TRACIT) is an independent, private sector initiative
that works with governments and businesses to mitigate the economic and social harms of illicit
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trade. TRACIT brings together companies from key industry sectors to advocate for stronger
enforcement, more robust policy frameworks, and international cooperation.

Contact:

Ashley Dahl, Director of External Relations, TRACIT
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